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THURROCK 100 STORIES 
 

 
An opportunity for students to improve their practical digital 
media, journalism, photography and social media skills on a 

creative project in Thurrock. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

This is an opportunity for a limited number of students to work on an 

ambitious and unusual creative project as part of a small digital team that will 
be given practical advice and experience on how to learn use film, 

photography and audio recording in a real-world context, and how social 
media can be used to expand the reach of live projects to a bigger local, 

national and even international audience. Training, guidance and mentoring 

will be provided by Mike Johnston, senior lecturer in Digital Media at Bath 

Spa University.  There is the possibility that this project may lead to a second 
project taking place in the UK and India in 2017 and perhaps other 

international destinations in future.  
 

THE PROJECT  

 

From Queen Elizabeth I speaking to the troops on the eve of going into 

battle with the Spanish Armada, to a zeppelin shot down during WW1, from 

the Empire Windrush bringing the first West Indian immigrants to Tilbury in 

the 1940s to the origins of the Peasants’ Revolt in the 14th century, Thurrock 

has a vibrant heritage.   
 

THURROCK 100 STORIES will identify, share and celebrate the 100 best 

stories about the borough’s rich heritage, as well as mounting a community 
walking festival designed to encourage people to explore the stories on foot.  
100 silk flags, each representing one of the stories, will be created and used 

in a professionally choreographed finale at Coalhouse Fort on 17th July in 
which up to 600 school children will take part.  

 
This project follows on from the successful pilot Thurrock 100 project in 2015, 

and will be delivered by Purfleet-based arts organisation Kinetika with 

funding from the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) and Arts Council England. 
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DIGITAL MEDIA OPPORTUNITY 

 
This opportunity will offer practical advice and experience to anyone who is 

interested in finding out how to use digital media – photographic, film or 
audio recording – in a real context.  

 

23 April 2016 Students will attend a one-day skills development course 

led by Mike Johnston which will enable them to make and 
edit short audio recordings or films, to take simple 

photographic portraits, edit images and manage data.  The 
training will cover aspects of photo journalism such as 
permissions and releases, editing and interviewing 

techniques and file protocols etc. 

June 2016 Students – working in pairs - will use a variety of different 
media to record around 20 of the 100 stories about 
Thurrock that have been collected as part of the project.  

Participants – ranging from school children to elderly people 
– will be recorded telling their story, and talking about why it 

matters to Thurrock’s heritage.  Students will have the 
chance to record and edit stories using different media, 

learning what makes for a compelling narrative and how to 
get the best from each story-teller.   

 
The resulting content will be shared on a variety of different 

platforms, including SoundCloud, Flickr and YouTube, and 
then embedded in the project website.  

July 2016 Students will act as a creative documentary team 
documenting the walking festival itself. Using photography, 

film and audio, students will explore how best to use social 
media platforms such as Instagram, Twitter and Facebook, 

to ensure the broadest reach for the project while it is 
actually taking place – invaluable experience for anyone 
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interested in today’s journalism.  
 

Working in pairs, students will make short films, no longer 
than 3m long, to be recorded, edited and uploaded in a 

matter of hours.  Again, the emphasis will be on learning 
how to tell a compelling and interesting story in a limited 

amount of time. Lastly, participants will collaborate on a 
single round-up film of perhaps 5m in length, to be 

completed after the finale on Sunday 17th July.  

 

DATES 
 
Monday 11 April Deadline for expression of interest 
Saturday 23 April  Skills Development Day 
June (hours to be agreed) Record stories 
8 – 17 July (hours to be agreed) Document walking festival 
 
WHO IS FUNDING THE PROJECT? 
 

The project is being funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund and Arts Council 

England.  

 

WHAT WILL IT COST? 

 

Nothing - this is a free opportunity and all training is included. You will need 

to provide your own transport and meals, although we can consider travel 
expenses. If you have your own equipment you are welcome to use it, though 

this could simply be a smart phone and laptop for editing.  
 

MORE INFORMATION 
 
About Kinetika 

Kinetika is an arts organisation founded by Ali Pretty that specialises in hand-

painting silk on a large scale. The company is well known for producing 
large-scale ceremonial events and especially for its work in carnival and has 
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recently begun to explore walking as a means of engaging communities. It 
moved its operation to High House Production Park in Purfleet in 2013.  

www.kinetikaonline.co.uk @kinetika www.facebook.com/kinetikapeople 

 

 

About Mike Johnston 

Mike Johnston is a creative media professional specialising in photography, 

videography and the use of social media.  As a senior lecturer at Bath Spa 
University he teaches media production, digital publishing, short film and 

documentary filmmaking. As part of his research Mike has been involved with 
the development of BSU’s ‘Social Media Experiment’, a research project 

designed to use social media for event coverage and marketing.  The aim is 
to develop the profile of an event building towards the actual event, ideally 
getting the event to ‘trend’ on SM.  Following the completion of the event, 

legacy materials are captured and made available. You can find more of 
Mike’s photos of Kinetika projects here: 

 
2015 Thurrock 100 https://www.flickr.com/gp/mikejohnston/05JeuY 
 
2015 Gondar Project https://flic.kr/s/aHskt7YQFx 
 

 
HOW DO I SIGN UP? 
 

Email Mike Johnston before Monday 11 April confirming that you would like 

to take part.  We are only able to offer this opportunity to a limited number of 
students, so act NOW if you’d like to be considered.  

 

CONTACT DETAILS 
 

Please email Mike Johnston at m.johnston@bathspa.ac.uk to take advantage 
of this opportunity, telling him in one paragraph why you would like to be part 

of the project. Please include a phone number so that Mike can speak to you 
if necessary! 
 


